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Call for Papers – 1 Essay Competition on International Trade Law 

Within the framework of the scientific project supported by the Volkswagen Foundation "Law 

of International in the Region of the Caucasus and Central Asia: Focus on Azerbaijan, 

Kazakhstan and Russia” the University of Kiel together with foreign partner institutions 

announces  an 

Essay Competition 

LAW OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN THE 
CAUCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA (FOCUS ON 
AZERBAIJAN, KAZAKHSTAN AND RUSSIA):  

PUBLIC LAW ISSUES 
 

Advanced students (at least in their 3-rd academic year), Ph.D. candidates, post-doctoral 

scholars and other young scholars (age limit is 30 at the moment of submission of the paper) 

are invited to submit an essay on one of the topics given below. The essays should be 

written within one of the research areas listed below. The authors are invited to 

formulate more precise topics within the given research areas - depending on their 

research interests.   

Papers should be written on the basis of both international law and domestic law of the 

Project countries (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Russia). It is possible (and is encouraged) to 

include a comparison with the experience of other CIS member-states and other transitional 
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economies. It is important to consider practice of state courts and international 

courts and arbitration institutions (including the practice of the WTO Dispute Settlement 

Body) related to the topic of the essay even if these decisions are not directly relevant to one 

of the project countries.  

In order to support participation in the competition, the involved universities established 

“Centers for International Economic Law“. In these centers, you can find relevant literature 

on international economic law and contact a project representative. The addresses of the 

Centers for International Economic Law (Almaty, Baku, Yekaterinburg) you can find here: 

http://www.uni-kiel.de/keel/?page_id=428&lang=ru  

The submitted works must meet the following criteria: 

Language: English, German or Russian.  

Length: maximum 20 pages.  

Font: Times New Roman 12  

Spacing: 1,5 

Margins: on the right 4 cm; on the left 1,5 cm; on top 3 cm; at the bottom 1,5 cm 

Footnotes: Important! All text parts or thoughts taken from other sources must have a 

reference in the footnotes. Hyperlinks must contain the date when the source was last 

visited.  

The front page of the essay should contain the following information: topic, 

the first and the last name of the author, date of birth, employer or university, 

postal address, email, telephone.  

Literature: You will find the most important books on the project research areas in our 

Centers for International Economic Law.  

Deadline: 17.02.2013 

The papers Articles should be submitted per email to 
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KEEL – Center for Eurasian Economic Law at the Institute of East European 

Law of the University of Kiel: 

email: keel@law.uni-kiel.de. 

Further information: www.uni-kiel.de/keel  

The essays will be evaluated by a jury which consists of experienced scholars from a number 

of European and Asian countries. The authors of the best essays will be able to participate in 

the International Conference “Law of International Trade in the Caucasus and Central Asia: 

Public Law Issues” (to be held in Baku in May 2013) and will be granted a participation fee 

waiver and free accommodation during the conference. A special seminar for young scholars 

will be held directly after the conference, at which the winners of the essay competition will 

have the opportunity to present their papers in English.  

If you have further questions, please do not hesitate to contact the KEEL – Center for 

Eurasian Economic Law or one of our regional centers.  

 

KEEL – Kiel Center of Eurasian Economic Law, 

Olshausenstrasse 75, D-24118 Kiel, Germany.   

Email: keel@law.uni-kiel.de  

Tel: +49 431 8801215 

Fax: +49 431 8801512 
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Research areas for the essay competition 

 

“LAW OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN THE REGION 
OF THE CAUCASUS AND CENTRAL ASIA (FOCUS 
ON AZERBAIJAN, KAZAKHSTAN AND RUSSIA):  

PUBLIC LAW ISSUES” 
 

1. The consequences of accession of the countries of the region to the 
World Trade Organization: legal consequences 

 
Almost all of the states of the region of the Caucasus and Central Asia 

(except for Turkmenistan) are WTO members or are in the process of accession 
to this organization. Among the Project countries (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and 
Russia), Russia joined the WTO in 2012, Kazakhstan expects to accede in 2013, 
and Azerbaijan conducts negotiations on its accession.  

The essay competition participants are invited to analyze legal consequences 
of the accession (or respectively expected accession) of one or several countries 
of the region to the WTO. The essay can cover, e.g., issues of changes to 
legislation, new tendencies in judicial practice – if any, possible changes in the 
practice of state bodies, new developments in the international sphere. The essay 
can be devoted both to one of the spheres of the WTO activities (e.g customs 
regulation, tariffs, antidumping measures, sanitary and phytosanitary regulation) 
and to a more general topic.     

Although the focus is made on Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Russia, the 
competition participants can choose also other states of the region, both the 
WTO member states (Armenia, Georgia, Kirgizia) and those in the accession 
process. The experience of Moldova and Ukraine can be also used as a 
comparison model. 
 

2. Integration structures in Eurasia: on the way towards the Eurasian 
Economic Union  

 
During more than 20 years since the collapse of the Soviet Union, different 

integration structures emerged within the territory of Eurasia, e.g. the 
Commonwealth of Independent States, the EurAsian Economic Community, or 
the EurAsEC Customs Union. The next goal which is expected to be achieved is 
the creation of the Eurasian Economic Union.  

The authors are invited to analyze the existing integration structures (e.g. the 
issues of their international legal personality, this organizational structure, what 
kinds of decisions they can make and the status of such decisions). The author 
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can both write on one or several integration structures and analyze the 
dynamics of the development of integration in the region in the whole. It is also 
possible and encouraged to analyze other integration structures in which the 
states of the region participate (e.g., GUAM).  
 
 

3.  Integration structures in Eurasia: international trade issues 
 

Trade issues play a significant role within the CIS and other integration 
structures of the CIS countries. The authors are invited to analyze, which steps 
have been done in order to facilitate their mutual trade (in goods and/or 
services), i.e. which treaties have been concluded, what questions are regulated 
by the “secondary law” of the organizations created within the territory of 
Eurasia. One can also analyze the issues of the hierarchy of such norms, their 
legal force (whether they are mandatory) and the issue of their application.    

Another research direction can be the EurAsEC Customs Union (CU), which 
is in charge of a significant part of international trade issues of its member 
states. The authors can analyze what issues are covered, how this regulation is 
carried out, how the cooperation with the Eurasian Economic Commission on 
international trade issues is organized, whether the interrelation between the CU 
and the WTO is successful, bearing in mind that Russia is a member of both of 
them. The essay can be also devoted to the regulation of trade between the CU 
members, e.g. to the issues of (non-)application of countervailing, antidumping 
and safeguard measures in the mutual trade, the issues of carrying out of sanitary 
and phytosanitary control, of technical regulation. 
 

4. International trade in energy resources 
 

Trade in energy resources (such as oil, gas) is an important sector of the 
national economies of all three Project states (Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and 
Russia). The authors are invited to analyze, what universal and regional treaties 
are in force for these states and what domestic regulation exists. In particular, 
the (non-) application of the WTO agreements and of the Energy Charter Treaty 
to trade in energy resources is of a big interest.  

The authors can also focus on the problem of dual pricing in the sphere of 
energy resources or to write on trade in energy resources from the perspective of 
services supply (transportation of energy resources).   

The essay can be also devoted to electricity trade and to renewable sources of 
energy.   
 

5. International trade and protection of environment  
 

The interests of trade and environment often go in the opposite directions. 
The authors are invited to research how environmental norms contained in 
treaties and domestic legislation of the countries of the region conflict with 
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international trade norms. E.g., trade law norms can provide for freedom of 
trade but environmental norms can at the same time prohibit trade in certain 
species or trade in toxic substances.  

How are such collisions dealt with? Are environmental interests taken into 
account by trade law? How to prevent the misuse of environmental norms when 
a state introduces an environmental regulation which is in reality aimed at 
limitation of international trade?  

It is possible to analyze both universal treaties (e.g. the WTO agreements 
and the WTO’s position towards the concept of sustainable development, 
environmental treaties) and regional trade and environmental treaties (where the 
EurAsEC approach is of a particular interest). It is also possible to analyze 
domestic law of Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan and Russia as well as to use other states 
of the region as a comparison model. Essays can be also devoted to the practice 
of national and international courts and arbitral tribunals.  

It is expected that even if an essay is devoted to international law, the 
author will show relevant connections and importance of the issues under 
consideration for one or several states of the region.  
 

 


